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North Whidbey Middle School 
Elective Course Descriptions 

 
NWMS offers a variety of electives to students.  While some electives -- like band, choir, and Spanish -- build on prior 
year’s skills or become part of a student’s high school transcript, most others provide an opportunity for students to 
explore interests, try new activities, and discover possible career pathways that they have not known about before.  For 
this reason, students will be placed into year-long electives where requested, and other electives will be assigned in a 
more random manner, so students can explore subjects they may not even know they are interested in. 
 

Art 
A semester-long course where students learn about the elements of art and principles of design.  Students may 
work in a variety of media, like pencil, paint, clay, and collage. 

Band 
A year-long course that builds on previous band experience and is a mixed grade course (7th and 8th grade). 
Students taking band must have taken band previously. Based on performance-level and instructor discretion, 
students will be placed in either one of three level classes: Cadet (beginner), Concert (intermediate) or 
Symphonic (advanced). 

Choir 
Students in choir learn to use their voice as an instrument.  They learn to read notes and rhythm, and they learn 
to sing in an ensemble.  Year-Long Choir focuses on performance skills for concerts and competition. Students 
with limited singing experience, but are enthusiastic and willing to try are invited to join this class. 
 

Drama 
A semester-long course that introduces students to acting and allows students with experience to develop their 
skills.  Students will learn stage techniques as well as public speaking skills. 
 

Leadership 
Students develop leadership skills by working collaboratively on planning events and activities that positively 
impact the culture of our school. 
 

Family & Consumer Science 
This course exposes students to a variety of important life skills, including personal finance, nutrition, family & 
relationships, textiles, and culinary arts.  Students will work with their hands to complete projects. 
 

Robotics 
Students build and program robots to do a variety of operations.  They work in teams and take on challenges 
with their robots. 
 

Spanish 1 (8th Grade only) 
This world language course uses the Oak Harbor High School Spanish 1 curriculum, and students can enter 
Spanish 2 and receive high school credit with successful completion of Spanish Students in this class should 
expect to study and complete homework regularly. 
 

Journalism 
Journalism class involves learning, studying, and creating aspects of being a journalist. Topics covered include 
writing news articles, creating catchy headlines, conducting interviews, and telling compelling stories. Students 
will create blogs, websites, podcasts, and other sharable media to report their research, reviews, and stories. 
 

Creative Writing 
Creative Writing class will focus on expressing oneself through various forms of descriptive writing. Students will 
be reading examples and writing their own original, creative fiction using short stories, memoirs, poetry, graphic 
novels, and other forms to showcase their creativity. Topics covered in the class will include characterization, 
setting, plot diagramming, imagery, figurative language, dialogue, and the use of precise language. 


